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The past few weeks the Matkzes have racked up a lot of frequent 
flyer miles!
 
Tim’s “Pacific Tour” started in the Solomon Islands where the 
Solomon Islands Ministry of Education is implementing a pilot 
program in two language communities. Starting next year, the 
Ministry plans to begin using  these local languages at the start 
of primary school.  Tim was able to give some valuable input to 
the planning of this initiative and also discussed the possiblity of 
providing further help next year.  

The next stop was Cairns, Australia to attend meetings with 
colleagues (including Martha) working in the Pacific. Tim also 
attended meetings in Melbourne and then visited Darwin.  The 
final stop of the six week tour was in Dili, East Timor.

East Timor has an interesting mix of languages and cultures.  The 
country is a former colony of Portugal, was part of Indonesia and 
now is an idependent country.  There are 18 local languages spoken 
and there is some interest in using them in schools.  

The Ministry of Education in East Timor has recently approved 
a pilot program to provide education in three of the languages for 
the early grades.  Tim’s supervisor was invited to be a consultant 
to the project and she asked Tim to join her when she and her 
husband visited East Timor in November.  Shortly before the trip, 
she became seriously ill and was hosptialized in Bangkok.  

Tim made the trip by himself and spent two weeks serving as an 
advisor to the group of educators working on preparing reading 
primers and story books in the three languages.  It was an exciting 
to work with dedicated educators who are keen to see children 
learning in their own languages. 

In addition to five days in Australia attending meetings with Tim, 
Martha traveled to PNG (Papua New Guinea) for communications 
meetings with colleagues.  It was good to meet people with whom 
she has been corresponding with via email.  We are grateful for 
everything that was accomplished in during our travels and 
thankful to put away our passports for the rest of 2012! 

For more details about our travels and ministry, check out our 
blogs: www.matzkemission.com.

News from Tim & Martha Matzke serving with Wycliffe

“Glory to God 
in the highest, 
and on earth 
peace to men on 
whom his favor 
rests.”

Luke 2:14



It seems hard to believe that it has been 3-1/2 years since we moved to the USA 
from the Solomon Islands.  Tim’s trip to the Solomons in November confirmed that 
it is a strategic time for us to move back to the Pacific so Tim can become more 
involved in the exciting developments in the Solomon Islands education system.  Our 

administrators are pleased to see us plan to move back to the Solomon Islands in the middle of 2013.

This move will thrust Tim and me into being (mostly) empty-
nesters!  Sarah will be a junior in high school will attend 
Ukarumpa International School in the highlands of Papua New 
Guinea.  She is very excited about this opportunity and Martha 
was able to meet with school administrators on her recent trip to 
PNG.  

This small but excellent Christian school is operated and staffed 
by colleagues of our organization.  Sarah will live in a Youth 
Hostel with other boarding students.  She will come home to the 
Solomons during school breaks at Christmas and mid-year.
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Looking Ahead to 2013

Pvt. Emily Matzke - US Army Reserves
In October, Tim and Martha had the privilege of attending Emily’s graduation from Army 
Basic Combat Training.  Emily persevered through many challenges and even started a 
prayer group among her peers!

We drove with Emily and a friend to Virginia where Emily signed in for her AIT 
(Advanced Individual Training) in Apache Helicopter Armament.  Emily continues to 
advance through the training and has recently been approved to begin work in the hangar.  

Please pray for wisdom for Emily as she decides what to do after her training is completed.

We are grateful to God for providing for our needs through friends and churches 
who support us. If you would like to give toward our support you can give:
on line: www.Wycliffe.org 
by mail: Wycliffe PO Box 628200 Orlando, FL 32862-8200 
   designated for ‘Tim & Martha Matzke’

God’s richest blessings 
to you and your family 

this Christmas!
Tim and Martha
Emily & Sarah

UIS Class of 2015 - Sarah’s future classmates

Sarah’s New  
Adventure


